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2. SUMMARY

Our priorities for the year remain focused on teaching. providing information, and understanding
adverse drug reactions. We have continued to teach nursing, pharmaceutical and medical staff
from students to consultants. We have reminded GPs of the existence of the Yellow Card scheme

and distributed patient Yellow Cards about the region.

The number of reports from the region rose, as did the percentage of serious reports
3. YELLOW CARD DATA

Number of reports

There were 974 reports in 2011/12.

There have been 453 reports in the first two quarters of 2012/13

Year Number of as %age of Source
reports national reports

2011/12 974 7.4% from MHRA

2010/11 879 7.2%

2009/10 915 7.7%

2008/09 1137 8.0%

2007/08 1149 9.1%




Serious reports

There were 544 (56%) serious reports in 2011/12.

There have been 243 (54%) serious reports received in the first two quarters of 2012/13

Year Number of as %age of total
serious reports reports

2011/12 544 56%

2010/11 481 55%

2009/10 494 54%

2008/09 623 55%

2007/08 824 72%

Fatal reports

Year Number of as %age of total

fatal reports | reports

2011/12 29 3%

2010/11 34 3.9%

2009/10 18 2%

2008/09 22 1.9%

2007/08 35 3.0%

2006/07 28 2.3%

Age bands

%age of reports %age of reports %age of reports  %age of reports  %age of reports

Age range 2011/12 2010/11 2009/10 2008/09 2007/08
<18 9% 13% 17% 16% 13%
18-24 6% 6% 7% 3% 4%
25-34 9% 9% 9% 8% 9%
35-44 10% 13% 12% 10% 11%
45-54 16% 11% 12% 14% 14%
55-64 13% 14% 14% 16% 18%
65-74 17% 13% 13% 13% 14%
75-84 10% 13% 7% 9% 8%
>85 3% 3% 2% 2% 2%
unknown 6% 6% 6% 8% 7%
Total 974 879 915 1137 1149




Source of report

Reporter qualification 2011/12 | 2010/11 | 2009/10 | 2008/09 | 2007/08
Carer 7 5 6 10 12
Community Pharmacist 44 24 34 42 40
Consumer or other non health 2

professional

Coroner 2
Dentist 3 3 3 4 4
GP 229 190 192 257 302
Healthcare Assistant 2

Hospital Doctor 191 184 143 177 202
Hospital Health Professional 63 51 63 92 80
Hospital Nurse 68 66 67 65 44
Hospital Pharmacist 68 36 57 58 76
Nurse 102 105 140 157 126
Optometrist 1

Other Health Professional 45 63 36 63 67
Parent 10 8 15 7 6
Patient 84 90 97 155 140
Pharmacist 28 12 29 20 21
Physician 12 39 31 29 34
Radiographer 21

We have created a number of additional graphs to examine some local trends in reporting.




Figure 1: All Patient Reports (combined patient, carer, and parent reports)
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Figure 2: All hospital Reports (Combination of hospital doctor, hospital nurse, hospital pharmacist

& hospital other healthcare professional)
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Figure 3: All Pharmacist Reports (Combination of pharmacist, community pharmacist, & hospital

pharmacist).
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Figure 4: Hospital Doctor Reports
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Figure 5: All Healthcare Professional Reports
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Figure 6: All Nurse Reports (Nurse, and Hospital Nurse)
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Figure 7: General Practitioner Reports
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Top 10 drugs

The top 10 drugs listed as suspect drug for 2011/12 are shown below

Drug Total
varenicline ¥ 47
human papilloma virus ¥ 23
adalimumab ¥ 21
simvastatin 17
citalopram 14
Nexplanon® implant ¥ 14
omalizumab ¥ 14
certolizumab ¥ 13
etanercept 13
pneumococcal polysaccharide 13




4. PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES

We have promoted the scheme with various talks and lectures during the year. Details of them

are listed below.

Teaching

Meeting Time Number of Number of
participants sessions

Birmingham University medical students — half day 70 6

Prescribing Passport Examination

University of Birmingham roadshow to 5 year whole day 70 6

medical students

Birmingham University MSc lectures in toxicology | 4 hours 40 1

Birmingham University medical school — safe 6 hours 460 1

prescribing lecture

Overseas Pharmacy Programme 1 hour 40 1
4™ Year Pharmacists Drug Safety 1 hour 140 3
2nd year pharmacy students — introduction to 1 hour 160 1

pharmacovigilance

Warfarin interactions and Yellow Card scheme: 1 hour 15-25 6

Birmingham University Primary care unit

Hertfordshire University — Pharmacovigilance MSc | 1 hour 50 1

— Principles of Pharmacovigilance

University of Oxford MSc in Experimental Half day 30 1

Therapeutics — Adverse drug reactions

Regional GP trainees 2 hours 35 1

Recent Invited lectures

1. International Congress on Drug-Induced Gl Damage: Prevention & Treatment, Treviso, June
2011: ‘Drug-associated Adverse Events: Classification and Evaluation’

2. Innovation in Health Care Technology: Drugs Surgery, Devices and Diagnostics, Erice, June 2011:
‘Orphan Drugs’

3. American College of Clinical Pharmacology - South Asian Chapter, Mumbai August 2011:
‘Pharmacovigilance and Patient Safety—Current Issues in the United Kingdom’

4. Department of Clinical Pharmacology, University of Linkoping, September 2011: ‘Drug-drug

interactions’




5. International Society of Pharmacovigilance, Istanbul, October 2011: ‘““Better than cure" Part I:
Defining preventability of pharmacovigilance actions of adverse drug reactions’

6. Hong Kong Pharmacology Society, Hong Kong, December 2011: ‘The Error Message’

7. Department of Medicine, University of Hong Kong, December 2011: Grand Round—
‘Pharmacological Femmes Fatales’

8. European Association of Poison Control Centres and Clinical Toxicologists, London, May 2012:

‘Expert evidence in forensic toxicology’
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RESEARCH

Our current research activity is concerned with adverse drug reactions, including classification,

monitoring, and the patient experience of adverse drug reactions and the Yellow Card scheme.

We conducted a controlled trial to see whether reminding GPs about the Yellow Card scheme

improved the reporting rate. These data were presented at the ISOP meeting in 2012. The results

showed that reminding GPS about the Yellow Card significantly increases reporting. As a



consequence we are sending reminders to GPs in the region in 2012/13. We see this as a simple

and effective way of encouraging reporting.

Anthony Cox and Tehreem Butt have been examining the patient experience of ADRs using
qualitative methods. This has taken place in a medical admissions unit, in those suffering severe
skin reactions (Stevens Johnson Syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysis), and via the
examination of internet accounts of patients to severe skin reactions. This work has bee well

received.

Dr Coleman and Professor Ferner have concentrated their efforts on decision support for

electronic prescribing to increase the safety of hospital drug use



